Letters from the Library

ad¢ KSNEB
An Act to provide for a State LibraryGeneral Laws, 1838

aKFftf 0S X I fA0ONINEB X (Y2

December2020

In This Issue
19" Amendment 1
Seal 2
Donations 3
Headlines 6

Sate Library Hours

Monday ¢ Friday
8am¢ 5pm

Library Staff

Stephen Parks
State Librarian
sparks@courts.ms.gov

Casandra Nost
Circulation Librarian
choel@courts.ms.gov

LaTavius Jacksan
Reference Librarian
ljackson@courts.ms.gov

Tiffany Paigeg
Catalog Librarian
tpaige@courts.ms.gov

The 19th Amendment at 100

In the April 2020 newsletter, we discussed how Mississippi
Legislature rejected the Amendment duringts 1920 session.
Even though the Amendment wasficially ratified into the
Constitution that August, Mississippi women were unable to vote
that November due to enforcement by thdississippAttorney
General of the voter registration deaad.

It would be 1984 before the Legislature officialyjoptedthe 19"
Amendment. Legislators at the time thoughtat Mississippivas not
the only State to have never officially adopted the Amendment
Legislative researchereelying on incorrect informatiopublished by
Congresgold legislators that Delaware hadhadopted. However,
this proved to be incorrect.

Legislatioradopting the Amendment wa#led inthe Mississippi
Houseandsponsored by two female representatives, Frances Savage
of Brandon(below, left)and Margaret Tatef Picayungbelow,

right). The almale Mississippi Senate, rather than adopting its own
version, assented to the femaled House version.
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Miss. was, indeed, last
Dover OK'd 19th Amendment 61 years ago

By CELIA COHEN

Dover Bureau reporter

Sorry, Mississippi. You, not Delaware, were the
last state to ratify the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution, giving women the right to vote.

Mississippi finally got around to ratifying the
amendment on Thursday, 64 years after it became
the law of the land in 1920.

The southern lawmakers were gleeful, because
they thought they weren’t the last. Their legisla-
tive researchers told them Delaware had yet to
officially approve of women'’s suffrage.

The word went out from Mississippi through the
nation’s news services: We're not the last.

Guess again, Mississippi. Delaware did it.

How could Delaware not ratify? This is the state
that started the nation. The state that was the first
to apgrove the U.S. Constitution. The state that
was the second to ratify the Equal Rights Amend-
ment (and only because Hawaii took advantage of
the time difference to do it first).

“This cruel slander has got to be righted,” said
Jeffrey R. Welsh, press secretary to Gov. du Pont.

OK — the truth.

The 19th Amendment was ratified by the Dela-
ware General Assembly and signed by Gov. Wil-
liam B. Denney, a Republican, on March 12, 1923.
The original copy of the legislation, Senate Joint

Resolution 8, is in the state archives.

For reasons lost to time, news of the ratification
appdrently never made it from Dover to Washing-
ton, D.C., where the secretary of state is responsi-
ble for certifying ratification votes.

“One can only assume that our bureaucrats did
what they were supposed to do, and the bureau-
crats in Washington dropped the ball,” Welsh said.

Mississippi is pleading ignorance.

“The last thing I want to do is slander Delaware.
I love Delaware,” said Mississippi state Sen. Cy
Rosenblatt, a sponsor of Mississippi's ratification
measure.

The ratification movement in Mississippi got
started about two months ago, after legislative
researchers found a document published by the
U.S. Congress showing that only Mississippi and
Delaware hadn't ratified, Rosenblatt said.

“You can apologize to the Delaware folks on my
behalf,” Rosenblatt said.

In the meantime, Delaware probably will send a
copy of its ratification resolution to Washington to
correct the oversight, according to Battle R.
Robinson, Gov. du Pont’s assistant legal counsel,
who researched the Delaware record.

This isn't the first time that Delaware, Missis-

See AMENDMENT — B7

Mississippi Territorpeal

During the recent discussions of the future state flag, one flag@Giteat River Flagaught many of us
about theexistenceof a1798 seal of the Mississippi Territory. The seal itself was cast in 1798 when
Congress established the territooy Mississippi. Made in
Philadelphia, it was brought to the new Territory by Judge
Daniel Tilton, a Bw Hampshirelawyer, who was
commissioned as one of the first judges of the Mississipp
Territory.




‘ : | The seal itself misspelled the name of the newest
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: ' sesquicentennial of the Mississippi Territory, a
commemorative stamp was produced with the
misspelling, purposefully. The Postmaster
General atthetime statedi LY @A Sg 2F (KS
that it was the desire of thproponents of the
stamp to reproduce the original seal without
change, neither the Pogdffice Department nor
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing felt justified
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around the natiormade light of the misspelling,
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP and theM|SS|SS|ppLS'FateATlmemewspaper
On April 7, 1948, at Natchez, Mississippi, the commemo- respondedd 5 A-ltaitelS were pleased to
rative stamp was issued; and the Mississippi Territory = x & % & i . % X X X X i X
Sesquicentennial was celebrated with appropriate cere- 26as N‘E S u K I u a A aa A aa A LJLJ}\ I )/ a
monies. The design of the commemorative stamp bears I
a portrait of Territorial Governor Winthrop Sargent, even the nam_e of their OWFII state. To the re_SCl_'le
an outline map of the Mississippi Territory, and a repro- came Dr. William D. McCain of the Mississippi
duction of the original seal of the Territory.

Department of Archives and History. Dr. McCain
determined that the great seal, made in Philadelphia in 1798 by Yankees and brought down the river by
Judge Daniel Tilton of New Hampshire, wasspelledby the United States Department of Statein
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At sonme point, the physical seal was lost to the State. Then in May, 1981, a lady living in California
wrote to the Mississippi Department of Archives and History saying that she had come into possession
of the seal. It had been among the personal effects dé@eased friend and hazhcebelonged to the

late Beverly Ward Alcorn, a granddaughter of Governor James L. Alcorn, who had served in office in
1871-1872. She offered to send it back home which is where it resides now.

Recent Donations
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Two of these have been recently received and one has been recently preserved for us by Department of
Archives and History staff

1967 Supreme CourtThis portrait wasahated by local attorney Joe Hemleben whose father served as

clerk to the Supreme Court. At the completion of his clerkship, he received this gigriealt from the
Court.
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1967:Front row, seated, from left: R.L. Jones, Robert Gillespie, &ilete William Ethridge, Jr., Henry
Lee Rodgers, Tom Brady. Back row, standing, from left: Lemuel A. Smith, Jr., Neville Patterson, William
Inzer, Stokes Robertson, Jr.

1965 Supreme CourtThis portrait was found in a storage collection of item®ihging to former Justice
Henry Lee RodgersThe Department of Archivesd Historygraciously assisted in cleaning it uphe
glass frame had been cracked and was missligesurrounding mat wit signatures of the Justices was
unfortunately unsalvageable.




1965:Front row, seated, from left: Henry Lee Rodgers, William Ethridge, Jr., Chief Justice Percy M. Lee,
Robert Gillespie, R.L. Jones. Back row, standing from left: William Inzer, Tom BrablyPteiison,
Lemuel A. Smith, Jr.
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1824 Mississippi Codé /| 2YY2yft& NBFSNNBR (2 [The RevRedZhIEHE 0 SNDA
the Laws of Mississippi, In Which are Comprised All Such Acts of the General Assembly, of a Public

Nature, As Were in Force at the End of the Year 18#8;aAGeneral IndexThis was the first official

compilation of a Code for the young StateMississippp {2YS KIFI@S +fa2 NBTFTSNNBR
/| 2RS¢ RdzS (2 Ada A4dNAROG LISylrf flgaod dLIKISROEKA 0 NI NE
Law Library.

It had once belonged to a W.P. Parkse#isville, Akansas. Parks has been a captdia beavy
artillery batteryat the Battleof Vicksburg. fer the Civil Warhe opened up a law practice and became
active in Arkasas politics.
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Analyzing Google
Alerts about the
Mississippi Supreme
Court & Court of
Appeals thraighout
2020, theseword
cloudsrevealthe
mostused words in
news headlines.

We in the State Law
Library appreciate
the opportunity to
assist the Judiary
this past year and
look forward to a
great year in 202.

We wish you all the
Merriest of
Christmases &
Happiest of
Holidays!






